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dards river lies between the river Brulé and The Fond du
Lae, as Mr. Cotes stated to me.

There is scarcely any current perceptible in this river
until you arrive at this place.

THURSDAY, July 6.

Early this morning we embarked and proceeded up the
river against a strong rapid for 2 miles when the gent. of
the party landed, the rapid becoming more difficult, and
crossed over by land. The path lay over very rugged
hills, 1 mile. This is called the “women portage,” be-
cause the women are generally set on shore here to lighten
the canoes. Here the “grand portage” commences. It
has 19 pauses and is estimated at 9 miles. A pause is the
voyageurs resting place and is generally computed 4 of
a mile, though they all fall short of this. They seem to
be calculated from the labor of carrying from one to
another and not with any relation to the actual distance,
as one that is hilly or marshy is not half the distance of
one on level smooth ground. The first pause was at the
top of the bank, and about 200 feet above the level of the
river. I carried my own baggage weighing 80 or 85 lbs.
Some of the gent. who had said much of their intention of
performing this feat were careful to leave most of their
effects to be brought by the men. At the end of the sec-
ond pause the bank of the river was a strata of breccia.
It lay in an acute angle shelving towards the river. To
this 5 of the smallest canoes came up by water. Our 2
largest were left, to be taken back by the Indians who as-
sisted us to the Establishment. We crowded on very hard
to the end of 7 pauses where we encamped before sun set
much fatigued. There were frequent wind falls across the
path which made the portage much more difficult. The
frenchmen stated there was a great hurricane through
this country this last spring. They represent its effects
to have been terrible in some parts. Nothing but swamp
water to drink at this place. This is called the “maple



